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mul Jackſon, ent. Benjamin Timme, Gent. 
Richard Chiſwell, Gent. Chriſtophet Tilſon, Gert. 
Robert Baylis, Eſa; Thomas Southouſe, 4 | 
Edward Farmer, Gent. | | Dr. Thomas Bonn. 
Gentlemen, © © | Ep » 
I Here preſe ent to 7, ou this 3 which Tou were 
pleasd,, in Compliance with the Uſual Cuſtom upon 


| ſe — to deſire me to Publiſh, It may thus per- 
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beard it. If any of tbeſe fem ball by am thing then 
it, attam a diftinfter Kngwlegge of the Nature of t | 
Duty enjoyn'd us in my Text, and eſpecially if they ſhall 
be pre bal d upm to. Engage 'theniſelves to A better Praia] 
of it, I ſhall have reaſon to think my ſelf Happy in whit 
1 have done. ﬀ I muſt wt hope this, it will home ven 
be a Sai fai to me; that 1 haye . an Opportunity of 


Acknowledging publickly yoiir many Crvilities to me, and 
of letting you ſee how entire 4 Submifſon 1 pay to Tur 
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io. 31. Whether therefore ye eat or drink or what- 
ſce ver ye do, do all to the Glory of God, 


N the foregoing Verſes, from the 25th, we find the 
Abpoſtle diſcourſing upon a Queſtion mov d in thoſe 
times in the Church of Corinth, concerning the law- 
fulneſs of eating what had been offer d in Sacrifice to 
Idols. For the Solution of which, he tells em, that they 
might eat any thing that was ſold in the Markets, and 
were not bound to enquire whether the Fleſh they 
bought had been part ot a Sacrifice; as neither were 
they oblig d to make this enquiry, when they were invi- 
ted to a Feaſt by Heathens, but might eat indifferent 
of any thing that was ſet before em; yet ſtill with this 
Exception, that, if a Chriſtian were told by any preſent, 
that the Meat before him had been offer d to Idols, in 
this caſe he was oblig d to abſtain from it: And this. 
becauſe, tho the eating ſuch Meats was not unlawful in 
itſelf, yet his doing it publickly, after ſuch notice given, 
| might prove a Scand, o. occaſion of Offence to other 
ﬀ Chriſtians, i. e. it might probably induce others to think, 
chat be in ſome manner approv'd of theſe Sacrifices | 
themſelves; from whence they might be encourag d, ef-- f | 
pecially if the-Perſon ſo doing were of any Reputation 4 
or Authority, to haye more fayourable thou 0 1 
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2 4 Sermon Preached to the Gentlemen 
this Idola trous Worſhip then they ought to have, ang e 
perhaps might infer from hence, that it was lawful for I fr 
em, not only to eatof what had been Sacrificed, but 
alſo to aſſiſt at the Sacrifices themſelves, and to partake Þ 
of that Feaſt, the Epulum Sacrifictale, which was uſually WW. 
made at the ſame time in the Temples of their Gods. The 
doing u hich was plainly a joyning with Heathens in the 
"molt Solemn Federal Act of their Worſhip, and which 
he had told em in the foregoing part of this Chapter was 
im effect nothing leſs thari 4 partahing of the Table of De= 
vie, and thererore muſt certainly be inconſiſtent with k 
cheir whole Chriſtian Profeſſion, and more particularly MII - 
with their Sacramental Communion f the Body and Blod;of || 
Cbriſt, implied in the Inſtitution of our Lord's Supper. 
So that by ſuch a Perſons indiſcreet uſe of his Liberty in 
a matter indifferent in its ſelf,” occaſion might and proba- | 


* 


bly would be given of leading others into actions that were 
directly ſinful And therefore as a Chriſtian ought to be 
extremely cautious of doing any thing of this Nature, 
the Apoſtle adviſes the Corinthians rather to deny them- 
ſelves the Uſe of theſe Meats in the caſe mentioned, then 
to give a juſt or probable occaſion of encouraging others 

to any unlawful Practice, or confirming em in it. 
Nov from this particular Caſe he proceeds, as is uſual 
with him, to form a General Rule for their Inſtruction, 
not only in this, but in many other Cafes, Whether there- | 

- fore ye eat or drink or whatſoever ye di, do all. to the Glory of 
God, as much as to fay,-as well in this as in all other 
4 Doubts 


2 ducated- at”. 1. PARTY WM. - Du 


| 5 AN S701 & * 7 5 1 | f : ©. * 
Ly Doubts Telati to your Practice, | conſider always in the 


J firſt Fr at will tend moſt to the Glory of God, 
a 


* 


| In ſpeaking to which words I ſhall; firſt, enquire in 
x what reſpects we may be ſaid to do any thing to the Glory 
adly, I ſhall conſider what is the Duty here enjoyn'd 
us of doing all things to his Glory. | 


 3dly, I ſhall lay before you our Obligations to the 
Practice of this Duty. 3 | 


= And laſtly, I ſhall apply this Precept in my Text 
more particularly to the Occaſion of our meeting toge- 
ther 26.006 rage... 

Firſt then we are to enquire into the manner in which 


% 


we can be fad to do any thing to the Glory of God, And 
zs to this we may obſerve in ſhort, that the doing any 
thing to the Glory of another ſignifies, in the melt ob- 
vious ſenſe, the doing ſomething, which teſtifies the great 
Eſteem. we have for that Perſon our ſelves, and implies 
withal our deſires and endeavours that others ſhould haye 
the ſame thoughts of him too, ſhould have the lame Opi- 
nion of his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Juſtice or other Excel- 
lencies, that we profeſs our ſelves to have. Thus Statues. 
or other Monuments are ſaid to be erected 0 the Glory of 
Great and Eminent Men, as they are Publick Teſtimo- 
nies of the Eſteem that is paid to their Virtues or good 
Actions by thoſe who erect em, and as they are deſign d 


to 


> 


+ ermon ITexcmed to me Oenmet 


to difluſe the Knowledge and contin e the Mem 
their Worth te other Places and Ages. And therefore, 


ue the Memory of 


(a due regard had to the different uſe of the ſame Words, 


when applied to God, from what they have, when ap- 
plied to Men) the doing any ching to hi Glory will ſig- 
nifie the doing it out of a ſenſe of that infinite Eſteem 
and Veneration, which are due from us to Almighty 
God, or elſe further, with an Intention of promoting by 
it his Glory among others, i. e. of inducing them to 
have the ſame Sentiments of him which we our ſelves art 


poſſeſſed with. It muſt therefore be in one of theſe re- 
ſpects, that we can be ſaid to do any thing to his Glory. 
We mult at leaſt do it as an Expreſſion of that Reve- 
rence, that awful Love to him, which fills our own | 
Hearts, and we may do it too with a further Proſpect of 


inſpiring others with the ſame Notions and Affections, 


FP ̃ ˙ EI V 
2 © AL DIS APES TIF ae? 3 N = 


and thereby of advancing his Honour and Authority in- 
the World. And in this manner all Acts of Religious 
Worſhip, eſpecially thoſe Tauer ge; in Publick, are 


mention d in Scripture, as in 


preſſions of that inward Senſe we have of the Divine Per- 


fections, far ſurpaſſing thoſe of all other Beings, but 
ſerving withal to keep up and perpetuate in the World 


à ſolemn and conſtant Profeſſion of his juſt Authority 
over his Creatures, and of their total Depend 
him. 


% . 
9 # ; : P \ i 
. But 


ances of our giving Glory | 
to God; theſe being not only Proper and Natural Ex- 
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of a k 

e, But ſtill, as there is no way, by which we do fo ef- 
is, ctually expreſs the reality and force of theſe ſentiments 
p- ef God in our ſelves, or promote em in others, as b 
g- Han Univerſal Conformity and Reſignation to bis W. , 
mo we may obſerye that the Scripture does moſt uſually di- 
ty . ect Us to this way of Glorifying God, and often repre- 
yy (cars either an Holy Obedience of our Lives in General, 
to or the Practice of ſome particular Graces, Charity, Pa- 


Hof our ſo doing. Thus our Lord himſelf tells his Diſci- 
I ples, Herein is my Father Gloriſied that ye bear much Fruit, 
John 15. 8. And our Apoſtle uſes almoſt the fame 
words, Being filld with the Fruits of Righteouſneſs which are 


n 

of : by Jeſus Chriſt unto the glory and praiſe of God, Phil. 1. 11. 
„ Tis indeed eaſily obſerv d that the Fidelity and ready 
n- Obedience of Servants do uſually reflect an Honour upon 
15 their Maſter : Such a Behaviour is commonly an inſtance 


of their Love and Eſteem, and may juſtly be thought 
JL proceed from the Experience they have of his Good- 
i= WJ nfs and Worth. And in the ſame manner the conſtant 
and chearful Obedience of the Servants of God ſeems of 
it all chings beſt to ſhow, what Honour they give him in 
d I the Inward Sentiments of their Souls. This, if any 
ching, demonſtrates how true and juſt a ſenſe they have 
n Hor his Infinite Goodneſs, Wiſdom, Juſtice, Power and 
other Attributes, that they think it beſt entirely to ac- 
quieſce in the Revelations of his Will, and to direct all 

t WY their Aims and Actions by it, though in z1any ns” 
—_ „„ much 
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much againſt the bent of very ſtrong and i 


ing 


at y. 

. ; . + x * 1 * x MP, — 'FE | 1 
Apperites of their Nature, and ſometimes in direct oppo] Vu 
fition to all che Intereſts that this World can propoſ® ta 
an CFC 


his 
bel 


ples of a Pious, Innocenti 
Regular and Uſeful Life have ſomething in em perſwaf 
five as well as inſtructive, and not only appear to thi 
generality of Men to deſerve their Imitation, but dd 
actually prevail upon ſome to endeavour it; this will bf 


And further, fince all Exampl 


found too a probable Method of engaging others in thi - 
Practice of the ſame Duties, and thereby of promoting [| 
effectually the Honour and Authority of God ame 4 8 
Men. And tis with this view that our Lord himſelf f 
does ſometimes enforce our obligations to the duties he re 1 
quires of us, 7. e. not 8 as we glorifie God our ſelvef s 
by every act of Obedience, but as we may thereby engag i 
others to glorifie him too in the ſame manner. Let 5 7 
Light ſo ſhine before Men that they may ſee your good Warks} 
and from thence learn themſelves to elorifie your Fathen i 
which is in Heaven, Mat. 5. 16. | 
This therefore is the Notion which the Scripture leads | 
us to, of doing any thing to the Glory of God, and in X 


which indeed only this Expreſſion can be applied to all ou 
Actions. Tis the doing it upon a Principle of Obedience 
to him, out of a Senſe of that Veneration and entire Sul 
miſſion which we owe to his Will in all things, and fur 
ther with a defign of propagating theſe Sentiments among 
others, and in this manner, of maintaining and promo 
* 


4 . "ROS , } | 4 R y * | [1 h ﬀe N —— — 


2 ing as far as lawfully we may, the Intereſts of Piety and 
prof Virtue in the Worflduuu. | 
pot II. I proceed now to enquire what we are to under- 
© ſand by the Duty here enjoyn d us of doing all things to 
encl bis Glory; and I ſhall upon this Head endeayour to lay 
al before you the Nature and Extent of it, and conſider in 
th what Meaſures tis practicable, and may reaſonably be 
- 4 £quir'd of us. OT STEP i 
And, Firſt from what has been ſaid we may eaſily ga- 
ch cher that the Duty of doing all things to the glory of 
bod muſt imply, that we ſhould have a conſtant re- 
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| "12 
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SE 
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ond gard to the Divine Will in whatever we do, that even in 
ne our ordinary Buſineſs, in our Converſation, our Diver- 


. 


ſons, in every Employment or Entertainment of our 


my : Time, we ſhould continually Act as Servants of thatBeſt 


and Greateſt of Beings, whom we love and fear aboye 
all chings, and to whom we are accountable for all our 
| Actions, Words and Deſigns 3 and therefore ſhould do 
* nothing, of which we cannot give ſuch an Account as 
we may reaſonably hope will be accepted by him accor- 
ding to the Terms of the Goſpel Covenant: And beſides, 
that in all our actions we ſhould conſider, not only the 
bare lawfulneſs of what we do, but the uſual Effects 
and Tendencies of it with reſpect to others, ſhould ab- 
ſtain from all Appearance of Evil, that may probably en- 
courage others to a neglect or tranſgreſſion of the Laws 
of God, and in the whole Conduct of our Laves carry on 


one Uniform Delign of promoting a true Senſe. and Pra- 
: 4 8 ctiſe 
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| A Sermon Preached to the Gentlemen 
ctice of Religion among Men, proportionably to the 
Abilities or Opportunities we have of doing it. 
This we may underſtand in general to be the Duty 
here recommended to us, in its full extent; but then as to 
the Meaſures, in which the performance of it may ju{tlyf 
be expected from us, inthe preſent ſtate of our Natures, 
it does not ſeem neceſſary, that we ſhould be ſuppoſegÞ 
actually to make theſe Reflexions upon every particular 
that we ſay or do. For ſuch a conſtant Practice would 
in a manner wholly take up our thoughts, which yet the 
general neceſſities of our condition in this World, beſides : 
the more preſſing Neceſſities or Engagements, which un- 
avoidably attend ſome Circumſtances of Life, oblige us} 
very often to employ upon other Subjects, and that for 
great Portions of our time. We may therefore reaſona- 
bly underſtand it as required of us, only in ſuch Mea- 
ſures as are conſiſtent with our other Duties. But how- 
eyer, making all equitable allowances both for our Na- 
ture, and our condition in this World, yet, if we think 
the Precepts given us to this purpoſe, were deſigned to 
have any meaning at all, we muſt ſurely think, that 
they oblige us to have ſuch an Habitual regard to God 
upon our minds as will engage us very frequently, to con- 
ſult his will, and even to Examine our moſt Common Acti- 
ons, and the whole courſe of our daily Converſation, by | 
thoſe Rules of Duty which he has given us; fo far, at 
leaſt, till we are fully ſatisfied, once for all, both of the 
 Lawfulneſs and of the Expedience of what we do? And 


Par- 


Ed. ated at St. Baue ; 
particularly, that in all extraordinary and doubtful Caſes, 


and in every cenſiderable action of our Lives, we ſhould 


have an actual regard to the Glory of God, and ſhould 
reſolve upon that Practice in every particular, which, after 
due Examination appears to us, to be moſt agreeable to 
his will, and moſt ſubſervient to the Reputation and 
true intereſts of Religion. 

Now the Performance of this Duty in theſe Meaſures, 
is no very difficult or unreaſonable thing, and will not 
be thought ſo by any one, who has true Notions of God 
and Chriſtian Duty. But tis, I doubt for want of 
theſe, that many are apt to pretend, that tis impoſſible, 
even in this manner, to refer every thing we do to the 
glory of God, or at leaſt that it would be ſo intolerable an 
impoſition upon us, that they cannot think God expects 
it from us; That a great number of our actions are con- 


feſſed to be wholly. Indifferent and dubject to no fixt 


Rule, and therefore we need have no other end then plea- 


ſing our ſelves, in things of this Nature; That they 


cannot conceive, how the glory of God can poſſibly be 
concerned in the ordinary Employments of our time, 


in common Converſation, in the Recreations of our 


Minds and Bodies or the like; or at leaſt, if in theſe matters 
they do but keep themſelves from Practices, that are ab- 


ſolutely ſinful (and in their Notions of thoſe too ſome 
Men allow themſelves a very great Latitude) they con- 


clude that they have no further ties upon em in theſe re- 


ſpects. So that it may be preſumed that theſe Perſons, 
| | Ima- 
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10 -# Sermon Preached to the Gentlemen. 
imagine that nothing can be done by us to the glory of 
God, but what appears in extraordinary acts of Devoti- 
on, or Charity; or in ſome great and remarkable inſtan- 
ces of Holineſs, or Zeal for his Service, but that in the 
Ordinary courſe of our common and daily actions we 
cannot be thought and therefore ſhould not pretend to have 
a regard to ſo great a deſign. - 
But yet, we fee, the Apoſtle here mentions ſome of 
the molt ordinary actions of Humane Life, Whether, ſays 
he, je eat or drink, and if this does not ſufficiently expreſs | 
his deſign, he adds, whatſoever ye do, do all to the Glory of # 


God. And we have another Precept of his much to the 


ſame purpoſe, extending itſelf to a// our Diſcourſes and 
Actions. Col. 3. 17. Whatſcever ye do in Word or Deed, do 
all in the Name of our Lord Jeſus, i. e. with reſpect to 
his Authority and Service, If therefore this be a duty 
plainly enjoyned us, as we ſee it is, we may well con- 
clude, that neither are our moſt ordinary actions un- 
capable of being referred to the Glory of God, nor is the 
performance of this duty either impoſſible, or fo grievous 
a burthen upon us as we imagine it, nor, laſtly, are any 
of our actions ſo wholly indifferent, as not to be Sub- 
ject to any Rules, and which God may not reaſonably 
require us to direct to this End. All this, I fay, we 
may juſtly infer from the Precepts given us in my Text 
and elſewhere, obliging us to this Duty. For certainly | 
whatever Godexprellly requires of us in his Word, is al- 
ways a Juſt and reaſonable Object of our endeavours, 


: how- 
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how \ ever our {loth- or our averſneſs to the. Practice of | F 
ſuch Duties may repreſent 'em to us. But that we may | 


ke more diſtinctly the little Weight of theſe Objecti- 


ons, or excuſes in the Subject before us, I ſhall conſi- 


der each of em more particularly). 
Firſt, then tis a great miſtake for us, tothink that the 
glory of God is ony concerned in, or promoted bi, the pom- 


pous appearances of fomeExtraordinary inſtances of Sancti- 


ty, Devotion orZeal.There is a Beauty too in the ſilent and 


unpretending Virtues, of a modeſt, humble, Regular and 
Inoffenſive Life, which makes indeed but little noiſe or 
ſhow, and yet appears very amiable and attractive, to 


the generality of thoſe who converſe with Perſons of this 


Character, diffuſes often, by inſenſible degrees, a ſtrong 


and happy influence upon their minds, and advances ve- 
ry confiderably the Love and profeſſion of Religion in 
the World. Now theſe are graces that are practicable 


in every Station of Life, and may appear in the whole 
courſe of our Actions, Converſation and Deligns. And 
tis obſervable to this purpoſe, that we find our Apoſtle, . 
adviſing Titus that he ſhould Exhort the Chriſtian Ser- 
yants, to perform their Duty to their Maſters, , 
with Integrity and Diligence, particularly up- i 
on this deſign, That they might Adorn the Doctrine of Ged © 
our Saviour in all things. Servants therefore, and thoſe the } 


meaneſt of Servants, for the Word in the Original proper- 


ty ſignifies what we now call Slaves, whoſe actions are 
uſually but inconſiderable in themſelves, and very much 


limited 12 


p 
a 3 
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limited by their Maſters Will, had yet abilities and op- 


portunities ſufficient to dorn the Doctrine of Chriſt, to 
ſet it out with. advantage, and recommend it to the good 
Opinion and Practiſe of others. We are told too, that 
they ought thus to adorn it in all things, in every parti- 


cular that came within the little compaſs of their Buſi- 


neſs or Converſation; and we may obſerve that the very 
Inſtances which the Apoſtle propoſes to ein, in the place 
mention d, of promoting the Honour of Chriſt and his 
Religion, are no other, then a ready Obedience to their 
Maſters, a quiet and peaceable Behaviour, with a ſtrict 
Honeſty and Fidelity in every thing committed to their 


Truſt or Managery. Now theſe are Virtues, which 


make no great ſhow in the World, and give little occa- 
ſion to diſcourſe or Wonder, and yet we ſee the Apoſtle 


applies to em this Great Expreſſion of Adorning the Do- 
ctrine of Chriſtian; that is, of giving an Additional 


grace, to the moſt Regular and Perfect, the moſt 
Beau tiful and inviting Syſtem of Religion, and Mora- 


lity that ever appeared in the World. From whence 


we may well infer, that our moſt comma actions, even 
the whole conduct and manner of our Lives, in the 
moſt ordinary occurrences are not uncapable of promo- 
ting the Reputation and Practice of the Chriſtian Do- 
ctrine, and thereby the glory of God. 5 
Nor 24!y, can we reaſonably pretend, that the per- 
forming this duty in the Meaſures before mentioned, is 
an impoſſible Task, or that indeed it puts a harder Work 
upon 


— 328 
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uon us, then in ſeyeral Other Caſes, we put upon our ; 
ſclyes, + Tis certain, that many Perſons do purſue an 
Uniform Deſignof Life, and habitually refer all their acti- 


ons to. it,;-in the ſame meaſures at leaſt, as the Duty we. 


are ſpeaking of, is required of us; and this upon Motives, 
which ought not in any Reaſon to affect us too ſtrongly, 


as our obligations to this duty. A Perſon, for inſtance, 


whoſe governing Paſſion is an eager deſire of railing an 
Eſtate emppoys his thoughts, in a manner, continually. 
upon his Projects of getting or ſaving, has a conſtant re» 


5 to this deſign, not only in the managery of his Bu- 


meſs, but in his Diet, his Dreſs, his Company, in every 
Expence of his Mony or his Time: and even his Recrea- 
tions themſelves, if he allows himſelf any, are directed 
to this End, as he thinks em the cheapeſt way of preſery- 
ing his Health. The ſame conſtant application of mind 
and Habitual reference, of all their actions to one ulti- 
mate deſign, may be obſerved in thoſe who make the Pur- 
ſuir of Power or Fame, the Buſineſs of their Lives. So 
that, in effect, the Duty here enjoyned us is, nothing 
more than what ambition, or vanity, or every 10 mean a 
delign of Life as Covetouſneſs, can oblige and enable us to 
do, and therefore certainly may be done by us, in Subor- 
dination to the aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit, by the force 
of the Beſt and moſt Reaſonable Principle, that we can 


poſſibly be acted b. | 


Laſtly, let it be conſider d, whether any of our acti- 
ons are indifferent in ſuch a ſenſe, as emppoys chat We bo 
5 „ „ ee 


eannot ſee howany voluntary Action of ours canbe whol- ! 
ly mazfferent,when it is done or is intended to be done by us 
(as this pretence ſuppoſes) however indifferent it may be 
in its ſelf, i. e. without reſpect to the end for which wel 

cChuſe 
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. chuſe to do it. And if thisbs ſo, ifevery thing that we 


do knowingly is done by us for ſome End, and is in ſome 
„ © Meaſure — good or evil, then certainly we are juſt- 
„y accountable 


boat 


or every thing we ſo do, and nothing can 


. be indifferent to us in ſuch à ſenſe, as not to be Subject 
in ſome manner to the Laws of God, and which we are 
not obliged to direct in thoſe general Ends of Life, 
which he propoſes to us. 


Now therefore to apply this more particularly to our 


preſent Subject, we may juſtly look upon thoſe ends of 
any thing we do, as tending to the glory of God, which 
do in ſome manner either immediately or remotely ſerve to 
this purpoſe. Of this kind are more immediately, the attain» 
ing true Notions of God and approving our ſelves to him, 
che purſuit of what Happineſs our Natures are capable of, 


by thoſe Methods which he has preſcribed to us, and the 


endeavouring to make as many others happy as we can. 


Theſe are the great ends of Life recommended to us by 
him, and for which we may reaſonably think, we were 
Created by an Infinite Wiſe and good being, and all of 
em do plainly terminate in his Glory: But beſides theſe 
there may be ſeveral Subordinate Ends, which do remotely 
and yet conſiderably, ſerve to theſe great ones, and which 
are therefore acceptable to God, as far as they do ſo. 
Thus, for inſtance, for the taking off, as much as may 
be, thoſe Prejudices, which perverſe or miſtaken Men 
are ſo willing to entertain, againſt a Sertous Profeſſion 
and Practice of Religion; tis requiſite that a Chriſtian 

YO | ſhould 
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fhould abſtrain from doing ſeveralthings, which;chough 
Lawful in themſelves are yet apt to be ſuſpected, and do 
uſually give Occaſion to Cenſure, and unlucky Re. 


flections: And withal, that he ſhould uſe ſuch a nn. 


eg. 


ner of Life and Converſatlon, as is innocent h pleafmg too- 
thers, / and apt to engage their Love and; Eſteem. Thus 


again for the putting or preſerving any one in a Capacity 


of being uſeful in the World, tis Neceſſary, that he ſhould 


take a due Care of his Health, his Reputation and his 
Fortunes: This therefore a good Man will find himſelf 
obliged to do, though not from the value he ſeſs upon 
theſe things conſidered in themſelves, yet as they are In- 
ftrumental to nobler Ends, and may be employed to good 


purpoſe in the Service of God, and for the advantage of | 


Men. 2 5 n | 0-569 
Wie may from hence perceive in how. great a number 
of our molt ordinary actions; the-glory:af: God may be 
remotely and indiret#y concern d. Indeed whateyer we do 
(ſuppoſing always the Action Jawful in it ſelf) that is in 
any manner ſubſervient to thoſe ends before-menrion'd, 


does tend ultimately to his Glory, and is truly a part of 


the Duty here enjoyn d us. And in this manner a Regard 


to the Will and Glory of God may very well be ſuppos d 


to run through all the actions and deſigus of a good Man, 
and to influence and regulate his whole Life. In the ma- 
nagery of his ordinary Buſineſs he may uſe the ſame Dili- 
gence and Induſtry upon this proſpect, as it is a duty re- 
quired of him by God, as others can do upon any lower 

15 . CON- 
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conſiderations. In the freedoms of common Converſa- 
tion he may have an eye to better ends than Men uſually 
propoſe to themſelves in it; by an agreeable and chearful 
way of converſe, and a modeit and obliging carriage, 
without Affectation or Moroſeneſs, he may not only re- 
commend himſelf to the good Opinion of others, which 
is the ſole end of many, and that meerly for the ſerving 
their own Vanity or Intereſts; but he may further con- 
ſiderably promote the Service of that Holy Religion he pro- 
feſles, by letting it appear in a better light, and a leſs 
frightful Figure than the wrong Notions of ſome, or the 
natural ſourneſs or melancholy of others have unjuſtly 
and diſadvantagiouſly repreſented it by. oe 
And thus as to our Recreations and Diverſions them- 
ſelves, even theſe are not uncapable of being directed to 
Wiſe and Chriſtian: Ends. As far as chey are requiſite 
to the relaxation of our Minds from long and intenſe? 
Thoughtfulneſs, or to the Exerciſe and Health of 
our Bodies, there is no doubt but that a Wiſe and 
good Man may lawfully partake of em, nay may ſome- 
times be oblig d in Duty ſo to do. But he will not in- 
deed ſpend his Time in a continual running from one 
Diverſion to another, he will by no means make his Di- 
verſion the Buſmeſs- of his Life, and; if 1 may fo lpeak, 
make his full Meals of that which isallow'd him-only as 
his Phyſick. For certainly he can never think that God 
ſent him into the World upon ſo very mean and trifting 
2 4 as th ag 
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The ſame Rule is applicable to the choice of our Re- 
creat ions, and will afford us a neceſſary Inſtruction in 
that Reſpect. We are not only to direct em to the 
* ends before- mention d, the refreſhment of our Minds 
and Bodies, and the making em more ſerviceable to the 
following Buſineſs of each; but we ought to in the 
choice of em to have a Regard to the other general ends 
of Religion, to conſider, whether they are ſuitable to b 
and becoming the Profeſhon of a Chriſtian, which is Ce- .; 
tainly a ſerious though not a melancholy thing; whether, 4 
ſuppoſing em lawful in themſelves, yet they do not 
give juſt occaſion of offence to others, and may reaſona- .: 
bly encourage them, to ſuch Practices as are not Lawful; 
and further whether we our ſelves are not uſually expo- F 
ſed by em, to ſuch Temptations, to Intemperance, or 
Luſt, or Vanity, or Covetouſneſs, or Paſſion, or any | 
other Vice, as we find we are ſeldom or never able to re- 
fiſt. In any of theſe - Caſes, let us conſider ſeriouſly | 
whether we can give a reaſonable anſwer to God, or even 
to any Wiſe and good Man, if we were asked why we | 
chuſe to gratify our own Humours in theſe things, tho 
ſuppoſed not abſolutely ſinful, yet to the prejudice ofour | 
Religion, to the manifeſt danger of our own Souls and 
thoſe of others; and if we can give no ſuch anſwer, we 
may well conclude, that our Inclinations in theſe reſpects 
are irregular and unchriſtian, and ought not to be gra- 
tified. It is perhaps no eaſy matter in things of this Na- 
cure to determine poſitively, that ſuch a way of Life, this 

or 


© upon no occafion whatever to become allowable to any 
g Perſon. For indeed except thoſe Practices which are for- 
bidden us exprefsly and by Name, thoſeare few things but 
; what may be Lawful upon ſome Occaſions, in ſome Cir- 
Y cumftances, and with ſome particular deſigns: When 
vet a Perſon, who gives himſelf a general Liberty in theſe 
things, may be guilty of great Sins before God, and may 


| gainſt any particular ahd expreſs Precept, yet, which may 
be fully as Criminal, againſt the general Tendency and De- 
ſign of the whole Body of the Chriſtian Laws. And 
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or that particular diverfion is fo abſolutely unlawf ul, as 


be juſtly reputed to Tranſgreſs, though perhaps not a- 


therefore as. we ought to have a regard to this in whate- 
ver we do, ſo my Text affords us a very good Direction 
to this purpoſe and which, if we would bur impartially 
apply it, would make it no very hard matter for us:., 


ta Judge, for our ſelves at leaſt, which fide we owl | 
to take in Diſputes of this Nature. For, believe, moſf fl 
People may ſoon reſolve their own doubts, which they -* 
ſometimes have and indeed ought to have upon theſe Su- 
ſpicious occaſions, if they would but reflect, Whether the 
particular they would be ſatisfied in, can poſſibly be 
chought to promote in any manner. of the glory of God, 
to tend to the credit of a Religious Profeſſion, or to ſerve 
to any Chriſtian Ends of Life, and after all whether there 
are not much better Reaſons, for their abſtaining from 
Diverſions at this kind, then they can pretend to have for 


taking ſuch a Liber TY. Thus 


{ 
j 


1s leaſing and acceptable to him, chat certainly muſt 


* f 
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Thus have we conſider d in what manner, whatſoever 
we do, even the moſt common and inconſiderable of 
our Actions may be directed to uſeful and. worthy pur. i 
poſes, to the ſervice of God, the intereſt of ;Religion, | 
and the Benefit of others; as alſo how they may be to 
order as to be very prejudicial to all theſe Ends. And 


whatever has been ſaid upon this Occaſion, may be ap- 


plied proportionably with greater force to all the more 
important actions of our Lives, and to all thoſe Stations 
and Conditions of Life, by which we are enabled to do 
great Good or great Miſchief, great Service or Diſſervice 
to the intereſt of Piety and, Virtue. I 


III. And thus far of the Nature and Meaſures of this 


Duty, I am now. to lay before you the Obligations we 


lie under to the performance of it. And as to this, be- 


ſides the Authority of the Precept here given us, and ſe- 


yeral others to the ſame purpoſe, we are to conſider it 


2354 duty whoſe Obligation neceſſarily flows from the Re- 
lation, in which we ſtand to God as our great Creator 


and Sovereign Lord, who has an Abſolute Right to all 
the Homage and Service that we can poſſibly pay him. 


This muſt be the fixt, unalterable Law of all Created, 


Rational Beings, that they uſe the Powers with which 


they are endowed to thoſe ends, for which they can con- 


ceive the Author of their Natures beſtow d tele Powers 
upon 'em and if we are capable of doing any thing, that 


be 
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be the deſgn of our Creation and conſequently the rule | 
Bur beſides theſe, which are really obligations of Na- 


tural Religion, we may obſerve that the Goſpel often puts 
us in mind of other add:tzonal Obligations to this duty, ari- | 
ſing from the performances of the Bleſſed Jeſus for us. 
= 1 hus che Apoſtle tells us, That he died for | 
al, that they which live, ſhould not henceforth Werben. 
eve unts themſelves, follow meerly their own Humours 
or Pleaſures, but unto him to his Will and Service who di- 
ed for them and roſe again. And to the ſaine purpoſe 
che Scripture 1n other places repreſents us as ls. 
the Purchaſe of Chriſt, who at the price of _ _ 
his own Blood Redeemed us from theDominion — 
of ſin andDeath,and the Powers of Darkneſs, from whence 
the Apoſtle juſtly infers our obligation of Devoting our 
Souls and Bodies to the Service and glory of our Lord. 
s Cor, 6.19. 20. Je are, ſays he, net your own. For | 
ye are bought with a Price: Therefore Glorifie God in your Bo- 


\ = ay and in your &. piftt, which are Gods, The connexion. of 
8 which Words plainly implies a more Engaging Title, that - | 
| God has to all our Services, from what our Saviour has 
\. done and ſuffered for us, then accrues to him conſidered 
s | ineerly as our Maker and Governour. Tis indeed in that 
at wonderous Tranſaction between the Eternal Father 
ſt and Son, for the Redemption of loſt Mankind, that the 
Je Divine Mercy and Goodneſs does moſt eminently appear, 


does appear with more Evidence and Luſtre than in 
37 + an 
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2. Eſpecially if we. add to this, that the Method which 
he propofes to us of being Inſtrumental to his Glory, is in 
effect nothing more than the purſuing our own happineſs 
in the true way, the only way in which after all we ſhall 
find it, and the endeavouring to inſpire others with the 
fame Notions. and Affections that we have our ſelves, 
and this with a deſign of making em Happy by it. 
Now theſe are Duties, to the firſt of which it ſeems 
ſtrange that we ſhould need any Motives; and as to the 
Second, we are uſually forward enough in other Matters 
to endeavour it of our ſelves; and in the Caſe before us, 
all the Inclinations of our Nature to Pity and Love, 
ſtrike in with our deſign and make it ſtill more agreeable 
to us. So that if we were Creatures that would do always 
what is moſt reaſonable for us to do, and what may juſt- 
ly be expected from us it might ſeem unneceſſary, that God 
ſhould expreſly oblige us to theſe very things, out of a par- 
ticular regard to his Glory & Service, whichwe are already 
ſo much oblig d and inclin d to do upon other Motives. 
But he that made us and knows us much better than 
We 
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we do our ſelves, found this Neceſſary, and knew that we 


ſhould never behave our ſelves wiſely and agreeably to 
the true intereſts of our own Happineſs, unleſs our Hearts 
were habitially poſſeſt with due Sentiments of his infinite 


Power, Knowledge, Juſtice, Mercy, and other Perfecti- 


ons, and that we have a continual regard to him in all our 


actions. Men, who are uſed to think, are often ſenſible 
of the Folly and Miſchief of Vice and ſome of em, who 
are not wal ing to ſubmit to the Bonds of Religion, are 


apt to frame to themſelves other Principles of Life, which 


may ſerve inſtead of Religion, to reſtrain their Deſires 


and other Paſſions within choſe bounds, which they are 
convinc d oxght to be ſet to em for the Intereſts of their 
preſent Happineſs. But not any of theſe Principles, vhe- 


ther it be an Exceſſive fear of the Opinion of Men con- 
cerning us, commonly called Honour; or that of the Stoics 
which is Vanity, i. e. the Pleaſure of reflecting upon their 
own Worth; or laſtly, the meer Proſpect of the oleh | 


Jy advantages, that uſually attend a Virtuous Practice 


can reaſonably be thought, or in truth were ever found, to 
have fo juſt, fo conſtant, ſo-uniyerſal an Efficacy upon 
us in every particular of Moral Duty,as a Lively and Ha- 
bicual ſenſe of God upon our Souls, This our great Law- 
giver knew would et ſecure us againſt the force of our 


own Corrupt inclinations, and of all the outward Jemp- 


cations to Sin, which we are continually expos d to in this] 
World, and at the fame time make us moſt earneſt to 

| * . ; E 
propagate this ſenſe of his authority for the good of others. | 
5 D 2 Hence 
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Fence therefore it i that yeare foofien purin mind, 
by him of that Supreme Honour and Veneration that 
are due from us to the Divine Nature : not that God 
receives any addition to his Happineſs from that awful 


* 7 


regard we have to him in our Hearts, or fr om any out- 
ward Expreſons o it, bur de with teſject to che ad. 
vantages which we ourſelves and others by us may receive 
from our being poſlſeſt with theſe Sencimerits, that ke 
makes this to be our duty. So that in effect theonl jw ay 
in which he requires us, and by which we are ab l: | 85 con 2 
tribute any thing to his Glory, is by our being the happy 
occaſions of letting his goodneſs diffuſe itſelf upon hisCrea- 
tures, in a manner conſiſtent with his Wiſdom and Lis 
| Juſtice. It ſeems to be upon the fame accoun t, | that whe 
are oblig'd, in ſo many places of Scripture, ___ 
to a continual uſe of Prayer and Thankſgiving : Eule 18. r. 
For we cannot ĩmagine that good either needs £27 1312 
to be informed of our wants, or receives any 1 Thi 5.175 
advantage from our grateful acknowledg- 1 „ 5 
ments of his Bounty. But yet, we ſee, he 1 4. Bat . 4 i 
[enjoyns us a conſtant performance of thefedu=- — 
ties and this, chiefly becauſe by a frequent recourſe to him 
in our thoughts upon theſe occaſions, we are beſt kept in 
that due Temper of Soul, which preſerves us molt effectu- 


Lally from (in and thereby from Miſery. Thus isGod pleasd i 
[ o repreſent himſelf as Glorified by us, when we make 
four {elves or others happy, through the Powerful In- 
fluence of an Habitual ſenl? of himſelf upon our Minds. 


9 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, let us conſider, that there can be 10 Deſign 
0 Great and Worthy, that we can poſſibly propoſe to 
pur ſelves for any action, as this of doing it t the Glory 
Cod, of being able to pay ſuch acknowledgments to 
is Infinite Goodneß, as, We are aſſured, are pleaſing to 
um, and which he condeſcends to repreſent in his Word 
s reflecting an Honour upon himſelf. All other Ends 
if Life, even thoſe that make the greateſt Noiſe in the 
World, and to which we give the fineſt Names, will 
ppear to be very mean and low defigns compar d With 
his. The time will not allow me to ſhow this in par- 
cular inſtances, and indeed the diſadvantages in the 
(ompariſon are obvious enough to any one, that will 
juc beſtow a few ſerious Thoughts upon this Subject. 
ſhort, we can never have ſo noble an Ambition as to 
rye, in this manner to the Glory of the Great Lord of 
things, nor, further an Ambition, that can ever be 
nploy'd ſo much to the advantage of the World, as in 
is way. It muſt be confeſt indeed that many very ill 
ings have been and ſtill are done under this Pretence : 
pr is it to be expected but that Men will always en- 
avour to ſhelter their unwarrantable Actions under the 
areſt Appearances. But then in h Cafe, the Pre- 
nce is ſo ill- grounded, fo palpably oppoſite to the De- 
gu of this Duty, that tis not eaſie to imagine, how 
y can be really miſled by it, however they may think 
to due their private Intereſts or Neſentments, their 
de and Impatience of Contradiction, or the Natural 
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we can have a real Regard to God's Glory by doing 


preſt upon their Souls by the Divine Spirit, that thy 
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or Acquird Barbarity of their Tempers under ſo Spe- 
cious a Title. For how can it well be thought, that 


things directly contrary to his expreſs Laws, and to the v 
whole Scheme and Spirit of Chriſtianity, or that we can 


advance the ſincere Belief and Practice of our Religion 


in the World, by raifing the ſtrongeſt. prejudices againſt] 
it, that it is capable of lying under. But ſtill in what 
ever Inſtances we can truly be ſaid to promote the glory 
of God, there muſt be implied, withal, our promoting 
in the beſt way the common Intereſts of Mankind. Ane 
what other Principle can we pretend to be acted by, that 
can in any meaſure come up to this, of following in all 
our Actions the Will of an infinitely Wiſe and Powerful 
Being, of devoting our ſelves wholly to his Service, and 
conſequently of being Inſtrumental to the Happineſs ol 
others in the higheſt Inſtances in which we are capable 
of deſerving well one of another. 

It was from the force of this Principle ſtrongly im 


Holy Saints and Martyrs of Chriſt were enabled to un 
dergo their many Labours and Sufferings with Partienc 
and Joy, and acted all thoſe grear things for the glory 0 


Codſ and for the propagating true Religion in the World! 
for which their Memories have been celebrated for ſo ma! 
ny Ages in the Chriſtian Church. Among whom WI. 
may jultly place in the Firſt Rank that Great Apoſtq t 
to whole Cn ver ſun Commemnorated by us this Day wi «© 

| a 


probab 
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wobably owe that ofthis Land to the Chriſtian Faith. Never any 


© Pcrion ſeems to have ractic d to a greater heighth, the Precept 


which he has given us in my Text, then he did himſelf, No ons 


; endur'd more continual Labours and carried on that Important 
Work committed to him with greater Conſtancy and Courage, 


oe appears to have had his Heart affected with a more Earneſt 


Leal for the Glory of God, or a warmer Charity for the good of Men. 


From who'e Example therefore, as well as his many Precepts 
and Exhortations upon this Subject, let us learn and Pra dice our 


J own Duty in this Reſpect, according to the Abilities that God has 


beſtowed upon us, and the Stations that he has placed us in; and 
particularly, let us Employ, as this our Apoſtle did, the Improve- 
ments we have receiv'd from a Pious and [ngenuous Education, to 


the attainment of a true Knowledge and ſenſe of Religion in our 


ſelves, and to the Promoting 'em in others. We cannot but be 
ſenſible what an advantage a Learned, or at leaſt a Liberal Educa- 


ion gives us to both theſe purpoſes above that Groſs Ignorance 


and Inability in theſe reſpects, which lo many are forced to groan 
under, for want of ir. And we may be afſur'd, that God will 
exact of us an Account, as well of our Acquir'd as of our Natu- 
ral Abilities for this purpoſe, both are Talents committed to us 
by him; the one immediately from his Gift, and the other chiefly 
owing, either to the Diſpoſals of his Providence in our Education, 
and outward Circumſtances of Life, or to the Aﬀiſtances of his 
Grace. And as he certainly expects from us, that both of 'em 
ſhould be Employed and Improv'd to his Service, ſo we may be 
ſatisfied, that they never can be Employed by us upon any deſign. 
ſo Juſt, ſo Wiſe and upon all Accounts fo Valuable as this. 

IV. I ſhall now in a very few Words (for I muſt: not preſume. 
longer upon your Patience) apply the Direction in my Text, to 
the occaſion of our Meeting here this Day; which is, firſt, to 
joyn together in the Worſhip of God with. a Thankful acknow- 
jedgment of all the Mzrcies of his Grace and Providence 3 and 
then to enjoy the Friendly and Chearful Converſation of each o- 
ther at a Feat of Love (ãs theſe Solemnities ought always to ba 
accounted :) which affords us an Opportunity of keeping up or 
rene wing thoſe Innocent, and Diſintereſted Friendſhips, which 
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Ae made in our younger Years. Upan this occaſion, T am well | 
tified that I ſhall nat need to admoniſſi you; that nothing be de | 

to the Diſhonour ot God and his holy Religion, Which we 2 
ſels, by any abuſe of choſe Creatures, which his Bounty proviif 
tor our Mcdcrate Enjoyment, | {hall only in a Word, propoſe WM 
your conſideration, that, as the chief Deiign of theſe Meetings, 
fo preferve and Improve a mutual kincnefs and Friendthip amo 
as,ſo we may very well look upon thi- {eg as a confiderabicPalM 
_ of the Duty enjoyned us in my Tex. Fay to obler ve ihat iſ 

wh ledyllem of our Religion has a peculizr Tendency to WE us ini 
4 Temper of Univerſal Peace and Eove, above any other Nor 


Diſpolition ot Soul: And, where we have iny Particnlas -Qblip: 
tions to higher Meaſures of thete Duties, then we owe ta 
or to every Chriſtian, ariſing trom the Tyes of Friendihip, or fro 
the Natural, Spiritual or Civil Relation we have to others we fine 
ig very many places of Ser ipture theſe Additional Engapemeg 
to Love enforc'd upon us with great care and earneſtneſs. Soha 
we may well conclude, that every thing, which tends*Lawfally 
to promote the Practice of this great Duty among us is high! 
agreeable tothe Will of God; and, we may add further, contti 
butes more immediately and remarkably tg the Reputatibn o 
Religion, and tfeems to ſet off the Profeſſion of it with tie ad 
vantage, then, perhaps, the Practice of any other particular Vir 
tue. For when all's done, Men will be very much inclin'd tc 
think thoſe Principles of Life the beſt, which they find makes u 
moſt kind and Obliging, moſt uſeful and Beneficial to one anothe 
And Eipecially,if at the ſame time we make uſe of this Opportunity, no 
only of improving our Friendſhips to the mutual Benefit of each other, 3 
"occaſion may ſerve; but, withal, of exerting our Charitꝝ tg be employed 
to the advantage of that Place, to which we owe our common Education 
we ſhall Practice another of thoſe particular Graces, by which God is ofte 
ſaid inSctipture to be Glorified by us. Now that theſe Ends may in ſomg 200d 
meaſure be ſerved by us upon this occa ſion, that our Eating and*Drinkin 
together, may conduce to the Promoting a truly Chriſtjan-Charicy,in thi 
ſeveral Branches of it, among us all and thereby tend ultimately ro the Glor 
0 Cod; He of his lifinite Mercy grant through the MexifFandintetrceffions 
the Ble ſſe dleſus, and by the continual efiftance of hisſflaly Spirig to hom 
three Ferions and one Eternal God, be all Honour abd ory and Thank 
giving botli now and ever more. — > Xx FA 
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